Le 21 juillet 2005 a debut le 11eme Forum Hamazkayin .

Fondee en 1928 par Nigol Arpalian, Hamazkayin est la reponse a un besoin
educatif urgent. En effet , apres le genocide ,alors que les survivants s
eparpillent aux 4 coins du monde,le danger de L’assimilation guette la
nouvelle diaspora.

Avec comme objectifs la diffusion et la promotion de la culture
armenienne par le biais d activites educatives, Hamazkayin est devenu en 80
ans une organisation a dimension mondiale: plus de 50 ramifications sur 4
continents, dont 3 ecoles secondaires ou pres de 2000 eleves etudient
I’ armenien (Beyrouth, Marseille et Sydney). Le forum 2005 se deroule en
plein coeur de Erevan. C’est I’ occasion pour des jeunes du monde entier de
decouvrir ou redecouvrir leur patrie, de mener des activites culturelles et
ludiques, mais aussi de se rencontrer afin de partager des impressions et
vivre une experience inoubliable.
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We are proud to be Armenian because we have people like...

mitas Varta 1 -1

He was one of the most renowned Armenian Churchmen
and musician of modern times. He studied music and was
awarded a doctorate degree in musicology. He wrote over
three thousand songs in Armenian, Arabic, Kurdish, and
Persian, and also contributed significantly to the modern
Armenian Badarak. His main contribution was to
rediscover Armenian folk music. He spent years traveling
throughout the provinces and visiting many villages
listening to native songs and dances, and making notes of
them for further analysis. In addition to the folk music,
Komitas arranges the entire music of divine liturgy
(Badarak) of the Armenian Church.

After April 24, 1915 massacres of the Armenian people by the Turks, he
succumbed to mental and physical anguish and never fully recovered. He died in Pairs,
on October 22, 1935 in a mental hospital.



Garni Temple

Reminds one of
Parthenon. It was built in
the first century A.D. by
the Armenian king
Tiridates with the money
from Emperor Nero.

The temple was destroyed
in 1679 in an earthquake
but was reconstructed.

The structures of Garni
combines elements of
Hellenistic and national
culture.

i g

god, probably Mithra, the god of the sun. After

Christianity had been proclaimed the state religion in Armenia in 301, the temple was
probably used as a summer residence of the kings. The bathhouse is situated nearby. It
comprises of a dressing room, cold warm and hot water bathrooms. On the groud there
are the pictures of the gods of the ocean and the sea.

Geghart Monastery

Is an incredible ancient Armenian Monastery, partly carved out of a mountain.

It was also called Airivank- cave
monastery. A legend says the legendary
spear geghard [that pierced Christ]
was brought there. The geghard now is
kept in Etchmiadzin museum.

The monastery has been around since
before the 4™ century, the main
cathedral was built in 1215. There is
some water in a small pond/stream in
one chamber and carved into the
mountain and the and the acoustics are
great throughout.

Numerous khachkars cut on rock surface and on the walls of the structures or put up on

the territory of Geghard.



Ejmiadzin Cathedral Compound

Ejmiadzin is the center of Armeinan Church in Armenia. Is is where the Catholics Of All
Armenians lives and the location of Ejmiadzin Cathedral. The cathedral is built in 480.
Ejmiadzin means “The coming of the only-begotten because it was built where people
said Jesus Himself descended from heaven to show where He wanted a church built.
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Ar rm nough?

The first lecture of the Forum took place on Friday the 22™ of July. The lecture
was entitled “The denial of the Armenian Genocide and the Awakening of the Turkish
Intellectuals' and was presented by Prof. Richard Hovannissian, who is a professor of
Armenian and Near East History at the University of California. Prof. Hovannissian
emphasized that the most remarkable date of the Armenian History was the date 1915,
during which the first genocide of the twentieth century took place. He explained how the
Young Turks tried to actualize the plan of the extermination of the Armenian people and
their deportation from their historic lands. He explained the stand of the Turkish
Government since then, which is based on denial of the Genocide and falsification of real
history. On the other hand, he pointed that there is a kind of change in the mentality of
some Turkish intellectuals who recognize the Armenian Genocide although they are not
with the idea of payback. Definitely, the recognition of the Armenian Genocide will help
Turkey pave its way to the European Union and the sooner official Ankara and the
Turkish society stop looking at the Armenian Genocide issue as a taboo, the better their
future in this sense.

Most importantly, however, Prof. Hovannisian raised another issue: it was about
us, our responsibility in the Genocide issue. What is Hye Tad (Armenian Cause) after all?
It’s the demand of our rights, the fight in protest of the injustice done, the cruelty applied
on a whole nation and the deprivation from our historic lands. Are we able to face the
different types of challenges put by the Turkish side? Are we able to indicate the lies that
the Turks tell about the Armenian Genocide? In order to answer yes to these questions
we have to be perfectly prepared about this subject and make sure we have triumphant
answers to all types of questions that the Turkish side raises in the purpose of misleading
the world.

So, are we armed enough? Here’s a question raised which hints at not getting an
answer necessarily, but at thinking it over and planning at feeling affirmative about it
when hearing it a second time...
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